The Second Setter of Paul to Timothy 3, 1-15

I. Teachings:
 1. “This know also, that in the last (Greek. escatós, the root of eschatology, the study of the last days perilous times shall come (Greek. kairós, a concept f non-chronological time, but the concept of key times, the emphasis is on the type of time)” and every God’s servant has to take into account this fact, just like Timothy in order to not be surprised in his times, but rather stay firm. And Paul is going to explain that this danger consists in our light, fleshy and irresponsible character before God, dehumanized, immoral, materialistic, egocentric, evil, cold, etc. of the people of this final kairós. Anyone that reads this text (3,1-9) will soon realize of the parallelism with  our times. It seems as a copy of contemporary people’s description. We do not have to go very far  to find that so obscure lifestyle.

Let us describe some of these characteristics that the old apostle writes with two main objectives. On the one hand, to describe this type of people and to not become close to them and, on the other, to see if some of those shadows can be inside us and we get the courage to acknowledge them and overcome them.
Le tus see some:

a) Lovers of their own, today they are called ‘stars’ and they spend more time in their mirror rather than close to the Scriptures. They do not have time for the communion with those who love the Lord, they have lots of time for everything else, they auto adore themselves, they are egotists to the point of saying stop, and if they look for God, they will seek how He can be an instrument for their own interests. They are more interested in the Gym than in the church, they are concerned with diets rather than with the eternal food, etc.

b)  Covetous, they can even rob God himself, they are disposed to give less than they should. They can do the best investments in their own personal and austere little kingdom, but they invest the least they can for The Kingdom of God.

c)  Disobedient to parents, it does not refer here to little children, but it refers of men and older women, that hate their parents specially while their parents live in God’s fear, these sons or daughters have a rebellious spirit and they are bothered by commandments. They are very dependent in other aspects according to their convenience, but in there immoralities they are very independent, no one can interfere with their lives, they feel as grown ups that can take their own decisions.
d) Despisers of those that are good, there are many in our society, they are everywhere, the new models of TV especially for adolescents. Some days ago a famous Mexican singer from the band Rebelde declares himself as gay and his lack of honesty is huge, because after the publication of pictures of him and his ‘boyfriend’ in Canada he says: “I declare I am gay and I say this because I am honest”. The most disgusting thing is that his fans support him and still be in love with that band and then they say ‘it is his option’ and they do not find any problem about it. That is amazing. Some (three) receivers of these messages at some points of the planet rejected this word because they are homosexuals and they felt offended by a letter that I sent last week. They say they are Christians. And there are some normal pastors (I hope so) that support their option to have sex as they want to, unbelievable. Well, we should not waste time describing these things, in fact, there are 21 signals of corruption in our days’ society, un our “last days’” society and our emphasis should not be centered in this type of people, but what Paul will refer to as our Christian duties in those “last days”.
2. V. 10-17, 
This is what matters; here should be the emphasis of our studies. Beware of not been too much interested in what I stated above and you end up contaminated with all that rubbish. Let us go to the “YOU, ON THE CONTRARY” is what should interest us. To those that analyze this study with other people, talk about the previous aspect for ten minutes and this one in fifty. First, we must take the example of the apostles in order to have it as a reference or the one of your pastors that have lived a honest, sacrificed life. Second, continue and deepen what has been learnt since your early years, to those that were formed in a church. Many leaders come from solid Christian families, worthy of imitation and with a healthy lifestyle. Many have learnt the Word since they were children or adolescents. They must never forget that the Word is the source of wisdom and nothing belonging to this century must convince you of the contrary. Discovery Channel is not the revelation, even though there appear many scholars and archeologists.  Let us allow them to be entertained with their bones and to keep going in their dusty studies, like that one that said that found Jesus’ tomb. This is another time in which Jesus’ resurrection is denied, this started from the Jewish leaders (Matthew 28), and there will be more deceive, be sure, the impious ones, today with scientific titles, they are not going to rest until they pervert people’s faith. “BUT YOU, ON THE CONTRARY” my brother and my sister keep on what you have learnt based on the Scriptures. They can give you the wisdom that can conduct you to salvation through you faith which is in Christ Jesus. If we leave our faith, what else is left, then? we do not have to tremble before any piece of news that goes against the faith, in a few years they will be outdated, but the Word remains forever. The Scriptures’ worth is double: it has been inspired by God, not dictated, but whispered and its second worth is because is useful and it has, particularly this text, four dynamic forces: to teach, to reproof, to correct, and to instruct in righteousness and everything towards one goal, God’s goal with his creation: mankind’s total redemption, and in this text it would be that this man, the believer, like Timothy, like you, as us: “the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”. Our Father odes not want to lay on this goal using his own words, an instrument in which He reveals himself, but we get to know Him that with the objective of saving his only creature created “in our image and after our likeness” in order not to stay in his baby state, but being a mature Christian, skilled, totally prepared to execute all deeds of good. We are saved to do righteous deeds and not to be saved by them. That is why I must insist in the permanent mission of doctrinal teachings and this must be richer, more abundant, that is how we invest our time the better. This type of Christian wants God in the “last days”, men and women decided to be transformed from imperfect creatures, full of weaknesses into perfect beings full of eternal virtues.
II. Misión for Life (from now on). We cannot lose more time (cronos, chronological time) and let us go and conquer the kairós, the special time allowing ourselves to permeate by the catalist action, so nutritive and dynamic of the Word of God.
Yours sincerely, and growing together in Him in all areas of our lives, Pastor Manuel Hidalgo Cruz
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